
and perseverance, and it was only in such cases that the treatment
which he had advocated could be fairly tested.

Dr. Gull, in reply to Dr. O'Connor, remarked that so far from
his treatment of rheumatism being liable to the charge of a do-
nothing system, it was on the contrary, a most careful and active
mode of treatment. The patient must be watched and subjected to
the most stringent rules which the medical attendant could adopt.
So far from doing nothing in such cases, he did everything that the
nature of the case under his treatment required. By regarding
rheumatism as a disease essentially differing under different circum-
stances, the practitioner who took into consideration the state of the
patient and the indications presented to him, would, in his opinion,
be more successful than the man who adopted a theory as applica-
ble to all cases, and carried it out.

Dr. Babington had been surprised that in the discussion which
had taken place no allusion had been made to the influence of lemon-
juice in the treatment of rheumatism. No remedy would appear to
have been more effectual in controlling its duration, or preventing
its cardiac complications.

NavyMedicalIntelligence
The following letter, received by a medical gentleman of this city

from one of the surgeons of the Mississippi squadron, has been hand-
ed us for publication.

Mississippi River, July 23d, 1862.
My Dear Sir,—I find myself very comfortably situated here, except-

ing the two drawbacks from which wc all suffer—intolerably hot
weather and mosquitoes. Our fleet are now below Vicksburg, hav-
ing re-passcd that place one week ago, for the purpose of destroying
a rebel ram which came from Yazoo river, and had the audacity to run
the gauntlet of the combined fleets of Davis and Farragut ; not one
of the vessels of which had steam enough up to pursue her. For the
purpose of destroying this rebel craft, our fleet fell down stream and
stormed the cit^' that evening, but in the darkness of the night the
ram could not be found. We are now on the eve of another attack,
which 1 hope will be more to the purpose.

You have no doubt heard through the newspapers all about our first
passage of the batteries of Vicksburg ; the engagement lasted two
hours and was a severe one, notwithstanding our comparatively small
list of casualties—16 killed and 40 wounded. Before the engagement
came off, I was ordered temporarily to the gunboat Scioto, her sur-

geon being absent on sick leave. We were struck eight times—six
times in the hull, and twice in our foremast. The first shot struck us
in our water-way, on the starboard quarter ; it was very close, for if
it had been six inches higher up it would have cleared our quarter
deck; the paymaster and myself were covered with splinters. The
last shot dismounted the rifle Parrot gun on our forecastle, killed one
man and wounded three—two slightly, one severely. The left arm of
the latter was terribly shattered from the elbow down, so that 1 was
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obliged to amputate, and a pretty hard time I had of it, for my stew-
ard was thoroughly unaccustomed to the duties of an assistant, and
I had to ligate the main arteries myself; he did not even know how
to apply the tourniquet. Had I not been on deck, I believe this poor
fellow would have bled to death ; I saw him coming aft where I stood
with his shattered arm hanging by his side, and the blood pouring
down his pantaloons, leaving a pool at every step. I immediately ran
towards him, compressed the brachial artery, and had him carried be-
below. Before he got there he had fainted, but we revived him with
stimulants, and after the amputation he was quite bright. I am glad
to say he is doing well, and that his stump is now nearly healed. I
had a fine opportunity of witnessing this fight, for I was on deck
through the heat of the action. I obtained permission from the first
Lieut, to be there, it being just as safe for me there as in the ward-
room, which is used as a cockpit on these small vessels. The shot
whistled around us very lively that day ; in the grey of the morning
we could see every gun explode ; there was something grand about
it, yet it is a grandeur that I am free to confess I do not want to see
very often.

During the last engagement, I was up the river at Cairo, having
been sent there in charge of thirty wounded and sick sailors. On
this expedition we met with an accident which, had it occurred in the
night, might have proved serious. When about six miles below Fort
Pillow our steamer ran upon a snag, and immediately commenced to
sink. All was consternation on board. I had the greatest difficulty
in keeping my patients quiet, some of whom were for jumping over-
board. Fortunately for us all, Capt. Queen of the mortar flotilla, was
on board, and immediately took command of the steamer (for the cap-
tain was totally inefficient and had no command over his crew), and
ran her alongside the shore, and in five minutes she was resting firmly
on the bottom in ten feet water. Wo got all on board safely off, and
immediately sent up to Fort Pillow for aid. After remaining on the
shore for ten hours, the Sanitary Commissioner's steamer Tycoon
came for us, and carried us safely to Cairo.

I understand, since commencing this letter, that we are to leave
this river to-morrow for Pensacola ; we shall therefore leave Davis to
take charge of Vicksburg and the ram. All hands are rejoiced at this,
for we all long to see the blue waves of the ocean.

There is a great deal of sickness among our fleet here. I prescribed
to-day for upwards of eighty ; many of which, are cases of remittent
fever. We have also a number of cases of intermittent. Diarrhoea
and dysentery also prevail to a great extent. Quinine is our great
remedy down here ; that with elixir of vitriol, are our stand-bys.

Dr. Clark, whom you may remember, is down here and stationed on
the Scioto.

The following assignments have been made of medical officers :
Medical Inspectors, Perley and Cooledge to duty in the Surgeon-Gen-eral's office and in the Military District at Washington ; Medical In-
spectors Cuyler, Keeney, Lyman, and Allen, to report in person to
the Assistant Surgeon-General in St. Louis, for duty in the depart-
ment of the Mississippi. Medical Inspector Mussey and Assistant
Surgeon Parry to report to General McClellan in the Army of the
Potomac.—Am. Medical Timea,
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